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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time ( B)
Friday 12th February 2021
(1st Mass of Sunday)

Mass 6.00pm -

Offertory Collection - £257.00p.
This includes Standing Orders.
Thank you for your continued support of your parish.

Saturday 13th February
Vigil Mass 4.00pm Pro Populo
Sunday 14th February
Mass 11.30am –
Wednesday 17th February
(Ash Wednesday)
Mass 6.00pm

First Sunday of Lent (B)
Friday 19th February
(1st Mass of Sunday)
Mass 6.00pm –
Saturday 20th February
Vigil Mass 4.00pm Pro Populo
Sunday 21st February
Mass 11.30am –

Sincere condolenceS
To the family and friends of
John SEGADELLI
and
James (Jess) MAY
who died recently
May they reSt in peace.

Lent in the Catholic Church
Lent is the main penitential season on the liturgical calendar of the Catholic Church.
Despite being a season of penance and fasting it is quite popular
even among non-catholics.
What is Lent?
The season of Lent is a Catholic liturgical season consisting of forty days of fasting, prayer, and
penitence beginning at Ash Wednesday and concluding at sundown on Holy Thursday.
The official liturgical colour for the season of Lent is violet.
The History of Lent
The observance of Lent is related to the celebration of Easter.
In the first three centuries of the Christian era, most Christians prepared for Easter by fasting and
praying for three days. In some places this was extended to the entire week before Easter
(now known as “Holy Week”).
There is evidence that in Rome, the length of preparation was three weeks.
The word Lent derives from the Middle English word lenten, meaning springtime
– the time of lengthening days.
There is biblical support for doing penance, in both the Old and New Testaments.
The season of Lent builds on this biblical support,
but like all Catholic liturgical seasons, it developed over time.
In its early three-week form, Lent was the period of intense spiritual
and liturgical preparation for catechumens before they were baptized at Easter.
Many members of the community imitated this time of preparation with the catechumens.
By the fourth century (when Christianity was legalised in the Roman Empire)
Lent had developed into its current length of forty days.
Forty days is significant for Christians because it is the length of the
fast and temptation of Jesus in the desert (cf. Luke 4:1-13).
Recently, research has suggested that the development of Lent was also influenced by the forty-day
span of fasting practiced by many in the early Church (especially monks).
This fast, beginning right after Epiphany (January 6th) stressed prayer and penance.
Once Christianity became widespread and most people were baptized as infants,
Lent lost the connection to the preparation of catechumens.
Instead, the themes of repentance and fasting became dominant.
Vatican II restored the order of catechumens.
Since then, most adult converts to Catholicism are baptized at the Easter Vigil,
which takes place after sundown on Holy Saturday.
As a result, the ancient baptismal meaning of Lent is once again becoming important.
When does Lent begin?
Traditionally, Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown on Holy Thursday.
Since this is more than forty days, some contend that Sundays are not counted in Lent.
Instead, they argue, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday are counted instead.
Others say that Lent begins on the first Sunday after Ash Wednesday.
No one is exactly sure how Ash Wednesday became the first day of Lent.

